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In written content, the title or headline provides a concise summary of the article's main topic. Without headlines, newspaper articles would be difficult to understand, leading to confusion and frustration for readers. In journalism, headlines grab attention and provide an overview of the news story, answering key questions such as who, what, where,
when, why, and how. A headline is a set of words at the beginning of a passage, typically found at the top of a newspaper or magazine article. While often used interchangeably, "headline" and "title" have distinct differences. Headlines are commonly used in news articles, providing a brief and precise summary, whereas titles are often used in feature
magazines and don't necessarily need to convey all the information immediately. In journalism, a title can also refer to the name of a newspaper publication. Although there are no strict rules governing the use of headlines and titles, understanding their differences is important. Both serve the purpose of attracting attention and providing insight into
the content of an article. The functions of a headline include attracting attention, summarizing stories, and setting the mood of the story. According to a study, headlines help readers navigate through a page, with 56% of headlines being seen by readers, who are then informed about 25% of the content. Effective headlines summarize news stories
accurately, prompting readers to read more, and set the tone for the rest of the article. 1. **Determining the Nature of a Story**: Headlines play a significant role in setting the tone of the story and helping determine its nature. A straightforward headline usually indicates that the story is serious and intended to inform, rather than entertain. 2.
**Setting Tone for Publication**: Headlines not only set the tone for news stories but also for the entire newspaper publication. Different types of newspapers, such as broadsheets and tabloids, have distinct headlines that reflect their unique tones and styles. 3. **Providing Design Elements**: Headlines serve multiple purposes beyond conveying
information. They provide typographic relief, helping to separate stories within a page and alleviate reader fatigue. 4. **Best Practices for Writing News Headlines** * **Accuracy**: Ensure the headline is accurate and based on factual information. Avoid sensationalism to maintain credibility. * **Conciseness**: Keep headlines short and concise,
ideally 5-10 words in length. This helps to maximize space and visibility on the page. * **Fill Space**: Fill any available space with a well-crafted headline to avoid empty white space, especially on the front page. * **Avoid Repetition**: Ensure the headline presents an alternative angle or perspective different from the lead/lede. Avoid repetition by
using varied wordings and sentence structures. * **Directness**: Make headlines as direct and straightforward as possible, aiming to inform rather than obscure. * **Active Voice**: Use active voice and present tense in headlines, following the subject-verb-object formula, and starting with the subject for clarity. * **Avoid Bad Breaks**: Refrain from
awkwardly breaking apart phrases or words, which can lead to confusion and undermine the effectiveness of the headline. * **Match Tone**: Ensure the headline matches the tone of the story, whether it's humorous, serious, or informative. 1. **Selecting Headline Style**: There are two main styles used in publications: caps with lower case and
downstyle. Regardless of the style, it's essential to capitalize the first word of the headline. 2. **Grammar Rules for News Headlines** * Use present simple tense for past events to emphasize the current nature of the event. * Leave out auxiliary verbs to avoid headlines appearing in the past tense when using past participle structures. * Use infinitives
for future events to convey a sense of upcoming events without specifying future times. 3. **Effective Headline Writing Techniques** * Omit articles (a, an, the) from headlines as they are not necessary and can consume space. * Avoid using linking verbs ("to be") in headlines, as they are redundant and take up extra space. * Replace conjunctions with
punctuation marks, such as commas, colons, or hyphens, to create a more concise headline. 4. **Utilizing Figures for Numbers**: Using Arabic numerals (0-9) instead of spelling out numbers helps convey accurate information in headlines. 5. **Streamline Your Headlines** * Use streamer or banner headlines, which are one-line headlines that stretch
across the story. * Incorporate kicker phrases to capture readers' attention by using a contrasting font style and weight. * Employ slammer headlines with bold faces or phrases leading into the rest of the headline, often separated by a colon. 1. Raw wraps are brief headlines typically placed below the main title, distinguished by a contrasting font style
and weight. They serve to introduce topics or grab attention with specific words or phrases. 2. Hammers are distinctive headlines used for special stories or features, characterized by big, bold phrases accompanied by a more extensive section of content. 3. Tripods feature a prominent word or phrase in all caps, accompanied by two additional
sections of text on either side, making them suitable for features and story summaries. 4. Sidesaddles are placed beside the story rather than above it, often found in limited space, such as horizontally boxed sections. 5. Effective news headlines should be accurate and concise while also conveying key information to readers.
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