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Looking	forward	to	getting	started	on	this	study	guide	for	Our	Town.	It	seems	there's	been	a	bit	of	confusion	about	how	cookies	and	JavaScript	work	in	our	system.	We	want	to	make	sure	you	have	the	best	experience	possible	so	we	can	help	you	with	any	questions	or	concerns.	This	guide	is	designed	to	be	a	helpful	resource,	with	over	24	pages	of
detailed	information	on	chapter	summaries,	quotes,	character	analysis,	themes,	and	more.	Act	I,	Part	1	starts	off	with	an	empty	stage	and	the	Stage	Manager	arranging	props.	He's	quite	the	showman,	breaking	the	fourth	wall	to	introduce	himself	and	the	town	of	Grover's	Corners.	The	townspeople	go	about	their	daily	lives,	while	the	Stage	Manager
shares	some	interesting	facts	about	the	community.	You'll	see	everything	from	churches	and	schools	to	grocery	stores	and	Mr.	Morgan's	drugstore.	He	also	gives	us	a	glimpse	into	Dr.	Gibbs's	house	next	door,	where	Editor	Webb	produces	the	Grover's	Corners	Sentinel	newspaper.	This	is	just	the	beginning	of	our	journey	through	Our	Town	-	so	sit
back,	relax,	and	get	ready	to	learn	more	about	this	classic	American	play.	Given	text	here	The	Stage	Manager	narrates	the	daily	lives	of	the	residents	in	Grover's	Corners,	where	time	seems	to	stand	still.	The	town	is	populated	by	the	same	families	for	centuries,	with	little	movement	and	change.	As	the	day	unfolds,	we	witness	the	mundane	routines	of
its	inhabitants,	including	Doc	Gibbs	and	his	wife	Mrs.	Gibbs,	who	go	about	their	day	with	a	sense	of	familiarity	and	predictability.	The	Stage	Manager's	omniscient	presence	guides	us	through	the	town's	events,	sharing	details	about	the	residents'	pasts	and	futures.	We	learn	about	Joe	Crowell	Jr.,	a	young	newsboy	who	will	graduate	at	the	top	of	his
class	from	both	high	school	and	MIT,	only	to	die	in	war.	The	Stage	Manager	also	introduces	us	to	the	Cartwright	family,	who	own	a	factory	manufacturing	blankets.	As	the	day	progresses,	we	see	the	residents	interacting	with	one	another,	sharing	moments	of	conversation	and	connection.	Mrs.	Gibbs	discusses	her	plans	for	traveling	to	Paris,	while	Doc
Gibbs	shares	his	knowledge	of	the	Civil	War.	The	Stage	Manager	occasionally	breaks	in	to	provide	additional	information	on	various	subjects,	from	geological	and	anthropological	data	to	political	and	social	commentary.	Eventually,	the	action	is	paused,	and	Professor	Willard	presents	some	facts	about	Grover's	Corners.	Later,	Editor	Webb	provides
information	on	the	town's	politics	and	culture.	The	play	concludes	with	a	call	for	questions	from	the	audience,	but	it	becomes	apparent	that	the	"audience"	consists	of	individuals	with	preconceived	notions,	seeking	reassurance	rather	than	genuine	inquiry.	Given	text:	paraphrase	activity.	We	also	learn	that	the	citizens	of	Grover’s	Corners	are	divorced
from	the	big	political	discussions	about	social	injustice	and	economic	inequality,	and	that	watching	the	sun	come	up	over	the	mountains	is	more	important	than	classical	music.	Grover’s	Corners	seems	very	ho-hum.The	Stage	Manager	brings	us	back	to	Grover’s	Corners.The	children	are	returning	from	school.	Emily	is	pretending	to	be	a	fine	lady.	Her
dad	makes	fun	of	her.	Emily	laughs	and	kisses	him	on	the	cheek.	George	walks	down	the	street,	strutting	his	stuff.	He’s	throwing	a	baseball	high	in	the	air	and	catching	it	again.	George	compliments	Emily	on	the	speech	she	gave	in	class.George	asks	Emily	if	he	could	occasionally	ask	her	to	give	him	homework	hints	(not	answers	–	George	is	a	straight-
laced	boy).	He	suggests	an	elaborate	communication	system.	Their	rooms	are	right	across	from	each	other.	They	could……rig	up	"a	kinda	telegraph"!We	learn	that	George	wants	to	become	a	farmer,	and	that	he	hopes	to	inherit	his	uncle’s	farm.He	leaves	for	the	baseball	field.	Emily	helps	her	mother	string	beans.	Emily	asks	her	mother	whether	she	is
pretty.	Mrs.	Webb	rolls	her	eyes	and	says	yes.The	Stage	Manager	interrupts	and	shoos	Emily	and	her	mother	offstage.He	takes	center	stage	and	tells	us	what	happened	to	some	of	the	residents	of	Grover’s	Corners.The	Stage	Manager	says	that	a	new	bank	is	being	built,	and	that	his	friend	is	working	on	a	time	capsule	to	put	in	the	cornerstone	of	the
building.	Some	newspapers,	a	Bible,	and	some	Shakespeare	are	going	in.	The	capsule	will	be	opened	a	thousand	or	so	years	in	the	future.The	Stage	Manager	really	wants	a	copy	of	Our	Town	–	yes,	the	play	that	we	are	currently	watching	–	to	be	added	to	the	time	capsule.	He	wants	people	a	thousand	years	from	now	to	learn	about	everyday	life	in	small
town	America.	The	Stage	Manager	brings	us	back	to	Grover’s	Corners.Two	ladders	are	pushed	onstage	to	represent	the	second	story	of	the	two	houses.	It	is	evening.	The	kids	are	doing	homework.A	choir	in	the	orchestra	pit	sings	"Blessed	Be	the	Tie	That	Binds,"	led	by	Simon	Stimson,	a	notorious	drunk.George	asks	Emily	for	homework	help	through
the	windows.	Emily	complains	about	the	quality	of	the	moonlight.Doc	Gibbs	calls	George	downstairs,	and	gives	him	a	guilt	trip	about	chores.	Mrs.	Gibbs	has	been	doing	everything.Mrs.	Gibbs	walks	back	with	other	ladies	in	the	choir.	They	gossip	about	Simon	Stimson’s	drunkenness.	After	she	returns	home,	Doc	Gibbs	says	there’s	nothing	to	be	done
about	Simon’s	alcoholism.Mr.	Webb	and	Constable	Warren	also	spend	a	moment	discussing	Simon.	He	walks	by	and	Mr.	Webb	tries	to	make	conversation	with	him.Emily	is	out	enjoying	the	moon	and	the	scent	from	the	heliotropes.	She	replies	in	the	negative	when	her	father	asks	if	she’s	troubled.Rebecca	tells	Wally	about	an	address	that	references	a
supernatural	position:	"the	Earth;	the	Solar	System;	the	Universe;	the	Mind	of	God."The	Stage	Manager	invites	those	who	smoke	to	do	so.Thus	ends	the	first	act.	Our	Town	takes	place	in	the	fictional	town	of	Grover’s	Corner,	New	Hampshire,	and	begins	on	May	7,	1901,	with	“no	curtain	[and]	[n]o	scenery”	(3)	as	the	Stage	Manager,	with	his	pipe	and
hat,	enters	the	stage	and	dawn	breaks.	He	places	a	few	basic	props	around	the	stage	to	set	the	scenes	of	Main	Street	and	the	Gibbs	and	Webb	houses.	Since	this	is	a	metatheatrical	play	The	manager	takes	on	a	storytelling	role,	addressing	the	audience	directly	as	he	sets	the	scene	for	the	play,	making	wry	comments	about	its	own	narrative.	He
humorously	mocks	the	audience's	preconceived	notions	of	what	a	play	should	be.	Describing	the	town's	layout	and	notable	landmarks,	including	churches,	schools,	and	businesses,	he	portrays	it	as	a	quaint,	old	community	with	four	main	families	having	lived	there	since	the	1600s.
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