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COBIT	is	an	IT	governance	framework	that	helps	businesses	implement,	monitor	and	improve	IT	management	best	practices.	It	was	created	by	ISACA	to	bridge	the	gap	between	technical	issues,	business	risks	and	control	requirements.	The	framework	can	be	applied	in	any	organization	across	various	industries	to	ensure	quality,	control	and	reliability
of	information	systems.	COBIT	is	widely	used	in	the	US	to	achieve	compliance	with	the	Sarbanes-Oxley	Act,	a	federal	law	that	sets	auditing	and	financial	regulations	for	public	companies.	ISACA	provides	guidance	and	controls	for	IT	governance,	security	and	audit	professionals,	and	sponsors	the	global	development	of	the	COBIT	framework.	The
current	version,	COBIT	2019,	is	a	more	generic	and	comprehensive	tool	that	can	be	used	by	all	enterprises	regardless	of	size	or	goals.	Its	goal	is	to	provide	a	common	language	for	IT	professionals,	business	executives	and	compliance	auditors	to	communicate	about	IT	controls,	goals	and	outcomes.	COBIT	2019:	A	Comprehensive	Governance
Framework	COBIT	2019	is	a	generic	tool	to	support	business	decisions,	not	a	cheat	sheet,	and	consists	of	over	40	business	management	and	governance	objectives.	IT	managers	can	prioritize	or	ignore	these	objectives	based	on	stakeholder	needs.	The	framework	identifies	seven	essential	aspects	of	governance	that	must	align	with	the	five	principles:
Principles,	Policies	and	Frameworks,	Processes,	Organizational	Structures,	Culture,	Ethics	and	Behavior,	Information	Services,	Infrastructure	and	Applications,	People,	Skills	and	Competencies.	The	framework	is	composed	of	domains,	which	map	to	specific	business	processes	like	planning,	building,	and	monitoring.	Goals	cascade	to	define	the
connection	between	needs	and	business	goals.	Components	or	enablers,	such	as	skills,	infrastructure,	and	process	descriptions,	influence	IT.	Design	factors,	including	contextual,	strategic,	and	tactical	elements,	drive	implementation	choices	regarding	technology	and	methods.	COBIT	2019	has	undergone	significant	changes	from	previous	versions,
which	faced	criticism	for	facilitating	limited	opportunities	and	sometimes	adverse	results.	The	latest	version	includes	an	updated	alignment	with	global	standards,	frameworks,	and	best	practices,	as	well	as	a	mechanism	for	the	COBIT	community	to	provide	feedback	and	share	applications.	This	update	aims	to	promote	IT	governance	engagements	and
improve	accountability.	Comparing	COBIT	to	other	related	frameworks,	such	as	ITIL	and	TOGAF,	reveals	its	unique	strengths.	While	ITIL	has	a	narrow	focus	on	IT	service	management,	COBIT	has	a	broader	risk	management	focus	that	can	be	applied	to	various	areas	of	the	business.	In	contrast,	COBIT	audits	are	conducted	by	ISACA	Certified
Information	Systems	Auditors	(CISAs),	whereas	ITIL	requires	the	use	of	third-party	tools	like	the	Tudor	IT	Process	Assessment	(TIPA).	The	U.S.	Defense	Department	developed	TOGAF	version	9	in	collaboration	with	The	Open	Group,	which	also	oversees	certification	programs	for	this	framework.	Typically,	enterprise	architects	take	the	lead	in	using
TOGAF	within	organizations.	In	contrast	to	other	frameworks	like	COBIT,	TOGAF	has	a	distinct	approach	to	IT	governance	and	management.	ISACA	offers	various	certifications	under	COBIT,	including	the	Foundation,	Design,	Implementation,	and	5	certificates,	which	provide	globally	accepted	principles	and	tools	for	improving	information	systems.
COBIT	5	is	an	evolving	business	framework	that	aims	to	enhance	enterprise	governance	and	management	techniques.	This	version	integrates	elements	from	major	frameworks	like	Val	IT	and	Risk	IT,	Information	Technology	Infrastructure	Library	(ITIL),	and	International	Organization	for	Standardization	(ISO)	standards.	COBIT	5	focuses	on	five	core
principles:	maintaining	high-quality	information,	achieving	strategic	goals	through	effective	IT	use,	operational	excellence,	managing	IT-related	risk,	and	optimizing	costs.	COBIT	5	is	designed	to	benefit	enterprises	of	all	sizes	by	ensuring	they	maintain	quality	data,	achieve	business	objectives,	optimize	technology	applications,	manage	risks,	and
reduce	costs.	Additionally,	it	supports	compliance	with	laws,	regulations,	contracts,	and	policies,	making	it	a	comprehensive	framework	for	enterprise	IT	governance	and	management.
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