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The	narrator	describes	how	to	regain	access	to	a	website	after	being	mistakenly	identified	as	a	bot.	The	user	must	ensure	that	cookies	and	JavaScript	are	enabled	before	reloading	the	page.	The	Masquerade	Ball	turned	into	a	nightmare	as	Prospero's	anger	boiled	over,	demanding	that	the	masked	intruder	be	seized	and	hanged.	However,	when	the
figure	began	walking	towards	him,	everyone	in	the	crowd	was	too	afraid	to	intervene.	As	the	prince's	courtiers	moved	forward,	they	were	met	with	a	sense	of	dread.	Prospero's	rage	grew	as	he	realized	his	own	cowardice	in	the	face	of	death,	and	he	charged	towards	the	masked	intruder,	dagger	in	hand.	But	it	was	not	until	he	reached	the	violet	room
that	he	finally	confronted	the	Red	Death.	The	figure	turned	to	face	him,	and	Prospero	dropped	his	dagger	as	he	collapsed	to	the	floor.	The	crowd	swarmed	around	the	unmoving	figure,	only	to	realize	with	horror	that	there	was	no	tangible	body	underneath	the	mask	and	funeral	garments.	One	by	one,	the	partygoers	fell	victim	to	the	Red	Death,
despairing	and	dying	on	the	floor.	As	the	last	guest	succumbed	to	death,	the	ebony	clock	ceased	to	work,	and	Darkness,	Decay,	and	the	Red	Death	held	dominion	over	all.	The	story	of	"The	Masque	of	the	Red	Death"	is	a	powerful	exploration	of	humanity's	desperate	attempt	to	avoid	death.	Prospero's	name	echoes	the	term	for	wealth	and	the
Shakespearean	magician	from	"The	Tempest,"	who	was	driven	by	fear	and	guilt.	His	decision	to	shut	himself	away	with	his	noblemen	was	a	futile	attempt	to	cheat	death,	and	his	happiness	was	rooted	in	a	deep-seated	fear	of	sadness	and	mortality.	The	seven	rooms	at	the	masquerade	ball	can	be	seen	as	an	allegory	for	the	passage	of	life	into	death,
with	each	room	representing	a	decade	of	Prospero's	life.	The	seventh	room,	associated	with	death	and	located	on	the	far	west	side	of	the	corridor,	proved	to	be	his	final	destination.	The	structure	and	contents	of	the	rooms	hint	at	the	failure	of	the	revelers	to	escape	their	mortality,	despite	their	attempts	to	indulge	in	debauchery	and	forget	the
presence	of	the	Red	Death.	In	the	end,	it	was	Prospero	who	fell	victim	to	the	inevitable,	caught	by	the	Red	Death	in	a	moment	of	desperation	and	despair.	Poe	explains	that	the	stained-glass	windows	in	the	seven	rooms	don't	depict	the	outside	world;	instead,	they	gaze	into	nearby	closed	corridors,	symbolizing	the	partygoers'	refusal	to	confront	reality.
The	masqueraders'	revelry	is	interrupted	by	the	ominous	clock	from	the	room	of	death,	reminding	them	of	mortality	and	time's	passage.	As	midnight	strikes,	signaling	the	end	of	life,	the	Red	Death	appears,	shattering	their	gaiety	with	his	presence.	Like	the	clock,	he	disrupts	the	courtiers	because	they	realize	their	frivolity	hides	their	true	fear.
Prospero	orders	to	seize,	unmask,	or	hang	the	figure,	highlighting	three	aspects	of	death	that	cannot	be	altered:	preventing	harm,	revealing	secrets,	and	killing	it.	When	the	crowd	tries	to	apprehend	the	masked	figure,	they	find	nothing	to	grasp.	The	story's	title,	"The	Masque	of	the	Red	Death,"	plays	on	words	between	a	costume	ball	and	the	masked
figure's	recent	victim	appearance.	The	mask	under	which	the	Red	Death	appears	holds	an	image	of	a	recently	stricken	corpse	from	the	plague,	yet	gives	no	hint	about	what	lies	beneath.	This	fear	of	the	unknown	is	a	recurring	theme	in	Poe's	works,	suggesting	that	humanity's	ignorance	of	death's	nature	fuels	their	fear.	The	reveling	courtiers'
destruction	stems	from	their	disconnect	with	those	who	have	suffered	from	the	Red	Death	as	well	as	their	lack	of	knowledge	about	mortality.	The	masque	serves	both	as	a	response	to	their	fear	and	ignorance	and	as	the	catalyst	for	their	downfall.
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